SUMMER MASTERCLASS

PAINTINCB EN PL.

y Bairbr

LE GRIPPAULT, LOIRE VALLEY
12 - 18 JULY 2026



ACADEMIE
LE GRIPPAULT

Le Grippault is a special place in the heart of the Loire Valley, where art, nature, and
stories come together. We, Leonoor and Jeroen, founded Académie Le Grippault as a
meeting place for those who wish to learn, create, play, and connect at a slow pace,
with care for craft and the surrounding environment.

Each year, we invite artists, makers, and curious minds to take part in our
programme of masterclasses, residencies, and cultural events. The estate has been
designed with great care and attention; everywhere you look, there is something to
see and discover, each object with its own story. In this atmosphere, there is space to
experiment, to fail, and to try again. You return home inspired and recharged.



Bairbre is a Dutch-based Irish artist, experienced art educator and art historian.
Her classes are based on observational painting, and in passing on to students
the essential building blocks of the painting tradition to make successful
paintings.

Bairbre believes that by learning to look at your own work you can find a path
which leads on to the next step in your painting journey. Bairbre teaches at the
Wackers Academie in Amsterdam and has designed various workshops and
courses in the Schoolhouse for Art in Wicklow, Ireland.

In her classes and workshops, she brings her expertise, sharp eye and humour
to create a positive and stimulating learningenvironment, meeting each painter
at their current level of development. In her own work, Bairbre creates
contemporary still lives, portraits and landscapes. She often works on a small
scale and with pared down subjects.

“BAIRBRE FOCUSES ON THE STAGE I AM AT AS A PAINTER, AND GIVES HINTS THAT FIT MY
PROCESS. IN SHORT, IT WAS A HIGHLY INFORMATIVE AND INSPIRING WORKSHOP!”




LE GRIPPAULT

Le Grippault is a 19th-century estate, originally built as a hunting lodge: a place
made for cooking, dining and celebration. In the early 20th century, the wings were
added, and since then it has always been home to families. The estate borders
Richelieu, a historic town built in the 17th century at the command of the illustrious
Cardinal Richelieu. His chateau once stood right next to our grounds.

Our estate covers twenty hectares of open meadows and private woodland. From Le
Grippault, it’s just a short walk into the village, with its shops and cafés, or you can
wander through the woods and enjoy beautiful walks in the surrounding
countryside.




ACCOMMODATION

Le Grippault offers eight carefully
designed guest rooms, each with its
own bathroom. You can book a room
for yourself or share with another
participant. All rooms and
bathrooms are fitted with heating,
double glazing and shutters.

The shared spaces include a
generous dining room, a salon filled
with books, paintings and collected
objects, and a music room with a
grand piano.

The welcoming kitchen is where
Jeroen or our befriended chef Laure
cook for you.

Behind the house, you'll find our
natural swimming pool and wood-
fired hot tub. From the garden, you
can wander straight into the woods.

The attic is still entirely in 19th-
century style. Here, you can freely
draw inspiration from the interior
and our extensive library.




PROGRAMME

This five-day summer workshop will focus on painting en plein air and exploring your
own personal painting style. We’ll begin the workshop close to home, painting the
estate of Le Grippault itself, where there is a lot to inspire! Think acres of forest, fields
of wildflowers, summer greenery, gentle views, the manor house itself, and outdoor
still lives to paint from. Other subjects are a stone’s throw away from the house! The
local village market for example, a nearby private chateau with rolling hills all around,
and local parklands, where we can set up our easels to paint the village life and views.

Most painting will be done in the morning and afternoon, with evenings for relaxation
and free time. However, one evening session will be scheduled (conditions permitting)
to paint the evening light. After demonstrating her painting approach on the first day,
Bairbre will give individual feedback and instruction to each participant individually.

The masterclass will focus on painting in oils, although working in acrylic is also
possible. Field easels are available at Le Grippault. A list of recommended materials
will be provided upon registration.




WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

There’s nothing like working outside to train your painting muscles!
Working at a manageable size, the focus will be on a direct response, making works
that stand alone as paintings in themselves and could also be used to develop larger

studio works.

The focus points of the week will be:

- Tonal value

- Composition

- Colour

- How to use paint

- Finding a personal ‘vision’.

- As we move through the week, the works will be reviewed individually, closing with a
final group review, looking at what you have learned
and how to use that to strengthen your painting vision.




PRACTICAL

Address

Chateau Le Grippault
47 Avenue de la Coupure du Parc
37120 Chaveigens, Frankrijk

Journey

You arran%e your own travel. We
hope you’ll come by train, or share
a car journey with other guests.
Before the trip, you'll receive a
travel schedule so you can
coordinate your journey with fellow
participants.

£

By train: take the Eurostar to Paris
Gare du Nord, then the TGV from
Paris Montparnasse to
Chatellerault (about 30 minutes
from Le Grippault). We'll collect
everyone travelling by train from
there, and we’ll let you know which
TGV to take. It’s quite difficult to
reach the house by public transport
on your own.

By car: take the A10 towards Bordeaux
and exit at junction 25, Sainte-Maure-
de-Touraine. From there, it’s about 25

kilometres to Le Grippault.

Digital Detox-
a week offline

Leave your devices at home, give your
loved ones our emergency number,
and spend a week living fully in the
here and now of Le Grippault.

You can also leave your phone with us
for safekeeping. All options are open
for discussion.

Check In and Out Times

Check in 12 July from 17h00
Check out 18 July before 11h00




PRICES

Single room: €1,375 per room.
Shared room: €1,250 per person.
Prices include 10% VAT.

“SOME PAINTERS TRANSFORM
THE SUN INTO A YELLOW SPOT,
OTHERS TRANSFORM A YELLOW
SPOT INTO THE SUN.”

— PABLO PICASSO

Our rates are based on a six-night stay and include:

Three meals per day
Excursions

Bed linen and towels

Transport to and from Chatellerault TGV station (30 min)

Please note: the number of single rooms is limited, so early booking is

recommended.




MORE INFORMATION
& REGISTRATION

Would you like to register or do you have any questions?

Don’t hesitate to get in touch with us at:
info@legrippault.fr

For questions regarding the content of the masterclass or materials, please
contact Bairbre at: info@bairbreduggan.com

For more information and plenty more photos, visit our websites:
www.legrippault.fr www.bairbreduggan.com

Or have a look on Instagram: @legrippault

We look forward to welcoming you to Le Grippault!

“I[F YOU COULD SAY IT IN WORDS,
THERE WOULD BE NO REASON TO PAINT.
— EDWARD HOPPER
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